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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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6) [3 Claim(s) 1-3.5 and 6 is/are rejected. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a response to the Applicant's Request for Reconsideration submitted on 
1 1/07/2005. In virtue of this request, claims 1-3 and 5-6 remain pending in the instant 
application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Miller et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 3,733,482). 

With respect to claim 1, Miller et al. discloses, in Fig. 3, a one-to-many compact 
fluorescent lamp holder comprising (1) a plurality of sockets [32, 33] (see col. 4, line 3), each of 
which is adapted to receive a compact fluorescent lamp [30, 31] having only one electrical 
connection end (at the socket; see Fig. 3), (2) a ballast mechanism [12, 13, 14, 34, 35] 
comprising a ballast circuit [34] therein (see col. 4, line 7), and (3) a plurality of electric wires 
(inherently since the ballast is connected to the sockets and lamps; see col. 3, lines 20-25 and col. 
4, lines 7-8) for electrically connecting the sockets to the ballast circuit [34] so that the contact 
fluorescent lamps [30, 31], when mounted in each of the sockets [32, 33] will be turned on when 
an inherent AC power is provided to the ballast circuit (inherent AC power: see col. 2, lines 1- 
10). 
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With respect to claim 2, Fig. 3 of Miller et al. shows that the ballast mechanism [12, 13, 
14, 34, 35] comprises a shell [12, 13, 14] for accommodating the ballast circuit [34] therein, said 
shell comprising a fastening mechanism [12] for non-electrically fastening the shell [12, 13, 14] 
to a ceiling (see col. 1, line 7). 

With respect to claim 3, Miller et al. inherently discloses in Fig. 3 that the sockets [32, 
33] are connected to the ballast mechanism [12, 13, 14, 34, 35] by the plurality of wires only 
(inherently since nothing else is shown in Fig. 3 or described in the specification except a 
substantial connection between the ballast, the sockets, and the lamps; see col. 3, lines 20-25 and 
col. 4, lines 7-8). 

With respect to claim 5, Miller et al. discloses in Figs. 1 and 3 that said shell [12, 13, 14] 
is a polygonal hollow body (see Fig. 1), and said fastening mechanism [12] comprises a 
mounting hole at a center thereof (see Figs. 1 and 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miller et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 3,733,482) in view of Chang (U.S. Patent No. 6,194,840). 

With respect to claim 6, Miller et al. discloses all of the claimed subject matter, as 
expressly recited in claim 1 , except that the ballast circuit comprising an EMI circuit, a rectifying 
and filter circuit, an inverter circuit, and an output circuit, wherein the EMI circuit is configured 
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to be connected with a source of AC power, the rectifying and filter circuit is connected to the 
EMI circuit and provides a DC current to the inverter circuit, and the inverter circuit and the 
output circuit provide a high voltage for activating the compact fluorescent lamps and a high 
frequency AC current to the compact fluorescent lamps for maintaining their stable lighting. 

Chang discloses, in Fig. 2, a ballast circuit comprising an EMI circuit [LI, CI], a 
rectifying and filter circuit [Dl, D2, D3, D4, C3], an inverter circuit [Ql, Q2], and an output 
circuit [17, Tl, C4], wherein the EMI circuit [LI, CI] is configured to be connected with an AC 
power, the rectifying and filter circuit [Dl, D2, D3, D4, C3] is connected to the EMI circuit and 
provides a DC current to the inverter circuit [Ql, Q2], and the inverter circuit and the output 
circuit provide a high voltage for activating the compact fluorescent lamps and a high frequency 
AC current to the compact fluorescent lamps for maintaining their stable lighting (see col. 3, line 
56 - col. 4, line 54). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the device of Miller et al. by replacing the ballast of Miller et al. with the one taught 
by Chang for cost savings since such ballast circuit of Chang offers many advantages such as its 
output voltage remains constant even if the lamp or lamps is/are extinguished or removed, and it 
is at low cost (see col. 1, lines 56-61 and col. 2, lines 12-14). 

Remarks 

5. Applicant's arguments, see Request for Reconsideration, filed 1 1/07/2005, with respect 
to the rejections of claims 1-3 and 5 under 35 USC 102(b) in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,164,797 
(Crane et al.) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejections have been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view 
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of Miller et al. (U.S. Patent No. 3,733,482). See "Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102" above for 
details). 

In regard to the rejection of claim 6 under 35 UCS § 103(a) in view of the combined 
teachings of Miller et al. and Chang set forth in this Office Action, it is noted that: 

• Miler et al. discloses all of the claimed limitations including the ballast [34] but does 
not provide any electronic parts/components configured therein; 

• Chang provides a ballast circuit which is specifically for operating fluorescent lamps 
with many advantages such as its output voltage remains constant even if the lamp or 
lamps is/are extinguished or removed, and it is at low cost (see col. 1, lines 56-61 and 
col. 2, lines 12-14); and 

• For such advantages taught by Chang, replacing the ballast of Miller et al. with that of 
Chang for the benefit of low cost operation of the device of Miller et al. would be an 
appropriate motivation to a person skilled in the art. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy V. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-1828. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 AM -5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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